
 
 

 
           Grace Farrar Cole Elementary School June 19, 2020 
 

 

COLE MINERS’ DIG 

 
PRINCIPAL’S NOTES 
As I sat down to write this last newsletter, I wanted to capture the pride I feel in all that was accomplished over the 
last 14 weeks of remote learning, but I realized that first grade teacher Mrs. Barrett captured it perfectly in an email 
she sent to her families.  I couldn’t have said it any better, so here it is…”We made it!  I am so proud of our 
families and students for their amazing accomplishments over the past 14 weeks.  We have definitely emulated 
the Cole School Motto - Dream Big, Dare Greatly, and Shine Brightly! 

Who would have DREAMED that we would close schools 2/3 of the way through the year?  In true Cole School 
fashion, administrators, teachers, specialists, aides, families, and children made the choice to Dream Big by 
committing themselves to a  new way of teaching and learning. 

We DARED GREATLY to explore new ways to teach and learn remotely.  Teachers dared to learn new 
technology and put together lesson plans with links and videos, and we all learned to Zoom! Parents responded 
by daring to juggle jobs and children on a full time basis, while many also learned new technology.  And the 
students - they dared to put themselves on camera and engage in a completely new way of learning,  Teachers, 
Parents, and Students were patient (most of the time!), flexible, and reached a new level of appreciation for each 
other.  This could not have happened if we did not work together.  

In the end, the students were able to SHINE BRIGHTLY.  Their enthusiasm and smiles kept us going through 
technological issues (which the kids patiently coached us through many times).  On days when the isolation and 
worry weighed heavily, we could hit the Zoom button and be revived by our amazing students.  They were flexible, 
understanding, and committed to learning.  

Parents, your support, patience, and flexibility have also been amazing.  We cannot thank you enough for working 
with us and the Cole School - together we made it work.” Enjoy a wonderful and safe summer with your children! 

 
 

 



 

 
 
We will leave out the collection bins all summer to collect any library books or classroom materials that 
you have at home.  Please return any materials that you have at home sometime this summer.  
 
We have a plan for a Final Day Parade for Friday, June 19th from 10:00-10:45 along High Street in front 
of Cole School.  Please click the link or check the website for details. 
 
Norwell Schools have been approved to continue to provide free lunches through the summer until August 31st. 
We will offer hot food on Monday, Wednesday and Friday for pick up and families will receive a cold lunch with the 
hot lunch for the following day. So meals will be 1 hot lunch, one cold lunch and two breakfasts.  
 
The menu for the week is as follows:  
 
Monday: Chicken Patty, Parmesan Egg Noodles ( For Tuesday Packed to go Turkey BLT sandwich)  
 
Wednesday: American Chop Suey with Cheesy bread (for Thursday Chicken Caesar Wrap)  
 
Friday: Homemade Pizza ( ?? Lunch for Saturday) 
 
Lunches are FREE  for every child regardless if you are free, reduced or paid! So Please come by and pick up a 
lunch. Email judith.crooks@norwellschools.org or text Judy 781-820-5319(work cell) by 9am to reserve your lunch 
because we cook to order.  
 
The School Committee adopted the school calendar at their last meeting.  Please click here for the 
2020-2021 School Calendar. 
 
If there are any technology issues with borrowed iPads, please email tech.support@norwellschools.org 
for support.  
 
As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please 
consider following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page. 
 
Library Corner 

 
Summer Reading Recommendations! 
There is no specific summer reading list, but if you’re looking for book 
suggestions for your summer reading plan, we have created a Padlet for you with 
recommendations from myself, Mrs. McGrath, Mrs. Fuller, and organizations like 
the American Library Association. Check it out here: 
https://padlet.com/michellemcgarry/7rvbdikzdj32uv9b 

 
Cole School Book Challenge: 
The 2019-20 Cole School Book Challenge ended on May 15th. Congratulations to all who participated! 
You can check the link here to see who read the most and if you earned an award. I will be mailing your 
awards to you over the summer. 
 
2020-2021 Book Challenge! 
You may have noticed you have not seen a new book list for next year’s challenge. For next year I am 
revamping the challenge and I will let you all know the details in the fall. We may have a list like we 
always do, or we may not! However, to get you started this summer, you may read any chapter book 
 

https://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib/MA01001453/Centricity/ModuleInstance/998/Final%20Day%20Parade%20Plans.pdf
https://www.norwellschools.org/cms/lib/MA01001453/Centricity/Domain/1/2020-2021%20School%20Calendar%20Adopted%204_27_2020%20.pdf
mailto:tech.support@norwellschools.org
https://padlet.com/michellemcgarry/7rvbdikzdj32uv9b
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gprOz638yvoDgTHbRz3yfh8LQFeOUVwl4irkKg7Q7u8/edit?usp=sharing


 

you wish and it will count towards next year's challenge. Here is the summertime free-for-all book 
tracker link to log in your books this summer! Happy reading! 
 
Birthday Books: 
I have contacted all the parents of students who have birthday book forms submitted for this year, but 
whose children were not able to pick out their book because of school closing. If you submitted a 
birthday book form this year but your child did not pick out/receive their book, please check your email 
to go to the “virtual birthday book bin,” a form with a list of books to pick from. Again, we won’t be 
checking out the books until September, but I will have it waiting for you! If you wanted to do a 
birthday book this year but couldn’t because of school closing, we will do a super-duper catch-up 
in September for birthdays in March-August. 
 
If you have any questions about anything library, please feel free to email me at 
michelle.mcgarry@norwellschools.org 
 
Music Notes Recorder Karate 

Congratulations to Kalen LeBlanc for earning her Black Belt in 
Recorder Karate! 

 
 
 
 
Counselor’s Corner 
Hi everyone! What a year! We will miss seeing you on Zoom over the summer, but we hope to see each other 
safely, in person, in the fall. This a great time to make a journal, memory board, or just talk about the unique 
school year we’ve had. What was your favorite memory? What is something you know now, that you didn’t know 
in September? Who have you gotten to know better over the course of this school year? 
 
Definitely take time to rest and recharge this summer. Spend time outside, keep up healthy habits, laugh, and 
play! If you need support, reach out to your doctor, find a therapist (try here: https://sscit.org), talk to loved ones, 
use your company’s Employee Assistance Program- whatever you need to take care of yourself.  
 
Resources for the summer: Summer Journaling/Social Emotional Worksheets: 
https://www.centervention.com/summer-worksheets-for-social-emotional-learning/ 
Centervention has some great resources to support creativity and social emotional needs throughout the summer, 
plus some special links for any kids entering middle school and worrying about that transition.  
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Community News: 
From Norwell Public Library - Summer is the perfect time to relax and enjoy reading at a leisurely pace. The                    
Norwell Public Library’s 2020 Summer Reading Program, Imagine Your Story, offers just that. Your child is                
encouraged to participate in this optional program, as a fun way to inspire pleasurable reading throughout the                 
dog days of summer.  

Check it out: 

http://www.libraryaware.com/3060/Posts/View/83e51bdf-4a6c-402b-983d-672b877d3f5b?SID=   
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